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APPENDIX TWO 
 
Resources for Conversation Analysis Research in Applied Linguistics 
and Second Language Acquisition 
 
In our previous discussion of database issues we noted that because of the 
great variety of L2 classrooms, it is important for CA researchers in AL and SLA to 
have access to a large and varied classroom database. Fortunately, technology can 
facilitate this in some respects. It is becoming increasingly common for published 
research studies to include transcript data and for student theses to include not only 
transcripts but also video or audio data.   It is also now simple for researchers to pool 
data by emailing transcriptions, audio and video data as attachments. Playback 
machines with foot pedals can help with transcription. Software is now becoming 
available which claims to transcribe speech and/or digitised audio and video files, but 
their suitability for CA research has not yet been evaluated. Websites such as Childes 
(http://childes.psy.cmu.edu) demonstrate how data in transcript, video and audio 
formats can be pooled to create a very large database as a resource for future research. 
Such a website for AL/SLA interactional data would be of great benefit. 
 
Training in CA methodology  
 
In chapter 1 we saw that it is quite common for linguists to acquire a 
'linguistic' version of CA which employs interactional organisations in isolation from 
the ethnomethodological principles. Chapter 1 concluded that this version is not 
capable of conducting CA analyses of data correctly. It follows that, if CA is to be 
integrated into the projects of AL and SLA, it will be necessary for researchers in 
these areas to have access to proper training in CA. Markee (2000) suggests that 
"learning to become a skilled CA researcher minimally entails completing at least one 
year of course work in CA, ideally followed up by a continuing apprenticeship with 
an established CA practitioner." Fortunately, the number of universities offering 
modules and programmes in CA is increasing, as is the number of introductory texts 
on CA (Hutchby and Wooffit, 1998; Markee, 2000; Ten Have, 1999). Ten Have's text 
includes training exercises.   
A number of websites now have resources available for training. Ethno/CA 
News at www2.fmg.uva.nl/emca has details of courses, conferences, publications, 
bibliographies, links to four email discussion lists and downloads for characters used 
in transcripts. It also has links to an online CA tutorial, to software for transcription of 
video data and to sample sound and video files and transcripts. Conversation 
Analysis.Net at http://www.conversation-analysis.net has extensive data corpora. The 
Childes website at http://childes.psy.cmu.edu has extensive procedures and tools for 
CA analysis along with an enormous database. Schegloff’s homepage at 
http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/soc/faculty/schegloff/ has a transcription module, sound 
clips and access to his classic publications. 
 
